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The volume concludes with a review of lymphocyte locomotion and migration by
D.M.V. Parrott and P.C. Wilkinson. The authors begin by reviewing in vitro studies
of lymphocyte movement. They report the dramatic effects ofchanging culture con-
ditions upon locomotion. Under favorable conditions, lymphocytes approach the
top speeds of neutrophils and monocytes. The authors also review the available
evidence of lymphocyte chemokinesis and chemotaxis. Then they turn their atten-
tion to the relevance of these in vitro observations to lymphocyte migration in vivo.
Using studies of transit times for labeled sub-populations of lymphocytes from the
blood through lymphoid and non-lymphoid tissues, they attempt to explain the non-
random distribution of lymphocytes in the body.
Those with a casual interest in immunology will miss little by passing up this
book. These reviews were not written to be introductions to the uninitiated. How-
ever, the researcher in immunology will find this volume very valuable. The reviews
do more than survey accumulated data; they put those data into perspective, as well.
They paint a complex picture of the immune system which is simply beautiful.
STEPHEN L. SIGAL
Medical Student
Yale University School ofMedicine
WOODS INJURIOUS TO HUMAN HEALTH. A MANUAL. By Bjorn Hausen. Berlin, Walter
de Gruyter & Co., 1981. 189 pp. $34.50.
Place yourselfbehind the desk ofa small-town family practitioner. Your patient is
a multitalented musician in the high school orchestra, playing both violin and
recorder. She presents with an eczematous rash under her chin and perioral der-
matitis.
Now put yourselfin the shoes ofan emergency room doctor in a Florida hospital. A
critically ill young man is rushed to your service with arrhythmias. His hitchhiking
buddy reports that he was perfectly healthy until he ate his hotdog, which he
skewered on the branch of a flowering shrub and cooked over an open fire.
Wood is ubiquitous in our lives. From the split log fed into the wood stove to
household furniture to the pencil, matchstick, or toothpick, wood contacts our skin
or mucosal surfaces every day. Anyone who works with wood also subjects his
respiratory tract to irritation by wood dusts. Dr. Bjorn Hausen's WoodsInjurious to
Human Health reviews sources, uses, and chemistry of woods from 288 species of
trees from around the world and discusses diseases associated with wood contact
ranging in seriousness from simple skin rash to Hodgkin's disease and adenocar-
cinoma ofthe pharynx. Dr. Hausen's manual would inform you that violin chinrests
made of boxwood or East Indian rosewood and recorders made of cocobolo or
Mozambique ebony have been associated with dermatological pathology and that
cardiac glycosides found in the flowering shrub Oleander are fatally toxic even if
only one leaf is ingested. Imagine being able to tell your immunologist friend that
contact dermatitis of the foot could be due to cell-mediated delayed-type hypersen-
sitivity to the oxindole alkaloids from Abura wood clogs.
Dr. Hausen's book, translated from the German, is awell-referenced review ofthe
world industrial and medical literature concerning wood-related disease. Accurate
epidemiology of wood diseases is difficult to obtain, but the author has summarized
case reports implicating about two dozen woods, including rosewood, teak, and
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reports do not differentiate between rarely used woods which commonly cause ir-
ritation and commonly used woods which irritate only a small portion of users. The
author describes various symptoms and signs which may arise following wood con-
tact and gives a concise explanation ofcell-mediated delayed hypersensitivity. Wood
chemistry of terpenes, catechols, quinones, alkaloids, and other toxic compounds
(commonly found in woods desired for their resistance to termites or marine borers)
is reviewed, with a good description oftesting skin for sensitivity to sample extracts.
The author makes no attempt to provide a comprehensive manual for botanical
identification, but nevertheless includes an adequate number of botanical and com-
mon names.
The best part of the book is a systematic listing of 77 wood groups which sum-
marizes common uses, chemistry, and associated disease manifestations. In this
well-referenced section, ebony was associated with " . . . a case ofvery severe irrita-
tion of the nose mucosa produced by sawdust put into the snuff of a worker as a
joke." Concerning mansonia, "In Switzerland, 400 pigs died due to severe skin le-
sions and other symptoms after being kept for some weeks on bedding of mansonia
wood shavings." (Whether dead Swiss pigs are capable of having "symptoms" is a
minor point.) The word "toxic" is derived from "taxus," which is the genus name for
yew wood and its associated terpene chemicals.
I personally became interested in harmful woods when I came into contact with
exotic imported lumbers as a custom knifemaker. Other woodcraftsmen would relay
rumors of the toxicity of my rosewood, cocobolo, or desert ironwood handles, but I
could find little information of the subject. Therefore, this book would be very
helpful to the woodworker or lumber salesman. It is a valuable resource for natural
product chemists, foresters, pulp engineers, doctors, and immunologists.
ROBERT W. ARNOLD
Medical Student
Yale University SchoolofMedicine
A USER's GUIDE TO THE DIAGNOSTIC VIROLOGY LABORATORY. By David A. Lennette
and Evelyne T. Lennette. Baltimore, MD, University Park Press, 1981. 103 pp.
$9.95. Paperbound.
This pocket-sized, spiral-bound guide to the diagnostic virology services offered
by many hospital and public health laboratories fills a definite need. It provides a
concise introduction for the medical student and house officer-both often inex-
perienced in the expeditious and efficient use of clinical virology services in patient
diagnosis and management. The manual includes: (i) the numerous laboratory
methods and tests available, (ii) charts for the selection ofappropriate specimens for
laboratory submission according to the patients' clinical presentation and suspected
differential diagnosis, (iii) the proper procedures for the collection and transport of
patient material in order to enhance the chances of successful viral detection and/or
isolation, (iv) the interpretation of serological data in diagnosing congenital,
Epstein-Barr virus, and Hepatitis B virus infections, and last (v) two appendices
listing the diagnostic virology laboratories in the United States and the services they
offer and U.S. Public Health Service regulations dealing with the packaging and
labeling of "etiologic agent" shipments.
David and Evelyne Lennette have prepared a fine practical handbook which will
certainly be of use to third- and fourth-year medical students, residents, and perhaps